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preferred to let it lie. After Gray's persistence 
brought about the installation of an exploratory 
well on the lot, he inquired about the results. 
The EPA said they found a small pocket of 
oil," Gray recalled "So I asked what 'small' 
meant. They said, 'Well, we pumped out 36,000 
gallons in the last six weeks.' Tsaid 1 didn't con' 
sider that a small pocket of oil, and their re­
sponse was, Xun, you have to remember we've 
been pumping NAPL on the other side of the 
river d>r over a decade, and we've easily pumped 
a million gallons.'" 

Throughout much of the struggle over the 
Housatonic, regulatois tried to downplay and 
dirtort revelations in Pittsfield, but they were 
always a step behind the residents, who were 
mobilized, not paralyzed, by the scale of the 
problem. State regulators told townspeople that 
PCBs didn't evaporate into a gas, which they 
readily dO. They swore there were no PCS bar­
rels in the Pittsfield landfill—then a bulldozer 
capping the site struck one, and more than 800 
were subsequently uncovered. The state De­
partment of Environmental Protection main­
tained that the Housatonic held 40,000 pounds 
of PCBs; a decade later, the EPA revised the es­
timate to 500,000. TTie agency told Gray, 
"Nothing gets under the river," but then an 
HRI consultatit sank a well into the riverbed 
and produced evidence to the contrary. The 
EPA now claims the two dredged miles won't be 
TKontanunated, even though loose toxins satu­
rate the riverbanks and evwy storm drain in 
the vicinity contributes PCBs to that particular 
stretch of the Housatoiiic. But what really an-
gera Gray is Hill 78. 

"So, this is the outrage," he said as we pulled 
into Allendale Elementary's parking lot. "Well, 
one of the biggest outrages." Pittsfield's pranier 
ski resort, as Gray calls Hill 78, is an unlined 
five-acre ravine filled entirely with PCB-con-
taminated nraterial that looms over the school­
yard at a height of forty-five feet. The school 
sits on a former swamp that was filled with 
PCB-laden material provided by GE Samples 
from deep within Hill 78 register levels of 
120,000 ppm. The soil surixHinding the school 
has been excavated several times, capped and 
recappedi and on the day we visited, air moni­
tors in wire cages far outtuiinbered playing chil­
dren. The Hill was draped in a patchwork of 
blue tarps held down by old tires, doing their 
inert bett to keep the wind from whipping up 
what lay beneatE 

PCBs have been a grave concern at Allendale 
for ye^ due to positive test results in the gym 
and the schoolyard. The EPA repeatedly pledged 
that Hill 78 was a priority for cleanup, but when 
they settled on a remedy in 2000, it was dear the 
agency's negotiations with GE had taken a turru 

Hill 78's toxic hoard wouldn't be exhumed; it 
would be expanded. 

"We were sick to our stomachs," Gray re­
called. "The risk assessments say kids growing 
up along the river have a much greater chance 
of getting cancer and noi>-cancer ahects, and 
we're gonna haul all the PCBs out of the river 
and we're gonna put 'em on top of Hill 78? Ex­
cuse me! Fifty feet from Allendale?" The EPA 
sought to'placate critics by announdng that 
the really problematic stuff would be housed in 
a brand-new toxic-waste repository, which also 
abutted Allendale Elementary. 

"There's a state law that says you can't build 
a solid-waste dump within 1,000 feet of a 
school," said Gray, still incredulous. "But you 
can build a toxic dump there? To us it was 
the biggest thing EPA gave up at the table. 

Why are they letting GE get away 
with this?" 

JLhe process by which a perfectly valid 
question is reduced to a rhetorical orie has 
played out across the county in forgotten 
places still paying the toll levied by progress, 
towns that persist as emblems of industry's 
missteps and noxious byproducts. The Hudson 
clearup is itself furthering the creation of an­
other such place in Andrews County, Texas, 
where the river's dried sediments are being 
shipped by rail to a landfill that already houses 
nuclear waste. Environmentalists worry that 
the dump is dangerously near the Ogallala 
Aquifer, one of the world's largest, which 
stretches all the way to South Dakota and 
supplies 30 percent of the groundwater used 
for irrigation in this country. GE and the EPA 
dismiss those concerns. The local Sierra Club's 
objections to the plan are duly noted. But the 
county residents are, by all accounts, grateful 
for the employment opportunities and tax rev­
enue the landfill provides. 

In Pittsfield the grassroots forces pushed 
hard, demanding that regulators act to protect 
the public and the environment. For want of 
political will, the EPA allowed GE not only to 
leave its poisonous legacy intact but to build a 
monument to it at Allendale Elementary. Thir­
ty miles to the west, well-placed interests called 
for a cleanup of the Hudsm and £ued little bet­
ter, embracing a solution unworthy of the name 
that gives &lse comfort to the public while ig-
luring the mother lode of Pyranol still oozing 
out of the bedrock. 

The river that once stood for a New World and 
a fledgling republic founded on freedom's premise 
stands for us stilL Although we've changed, the 
Hudson's capacity to reflect our likeness remains, 
and in this mirror our corruption, greed, and 
ignorance are plainly visible. • 
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breath and utterly baffling with the next. Maybe 
the regulatory agencies, adept at preventing the 
perfect from styminhg the good, had irreparably 
diminished their own notion of the possible—al­
ways settling fer compromised compromises, the 
only sort they could wrest irom industry. 

I^m Remnant Site Two, the Hudson River 
epic appeared to be a confidence game in which 
the EPA loudly demanded dredging in an at­
tempt to retain the pffljlic trust while settling 
fisr a half-measure. GE ably played the foil then 
acquiesced, passing itself off as a good corpo­
rate citizeri without rectifying its remarkably 
thorough poisoning of a national treasure. Ev­
eryone could keep up the act as lotrg as no one 
found Farrar, keeper of the Hudson's dirtiest 
op«i secret, overmatched by an elusive reser­

voir of PCBs that ensures the river 
will never run clean. a 'ne hundred and twenty years of Bring­

ing Good tilings to Life has created scores of 
similar bcaies. General Electric is fiilly or frac­
tionally respotisible for 175 Superfund sites, 
and PCBs have beien identified at a quarter of 
the areas gracing the National Priorities List, 
with GE the third most prolific contributor be­
hind DuPbnt and General Motors. Pittsfield, 
Massachusetts—the Berkshire County seat 
whm the Housatonic River glides past GFs 
mothballed transformer division—is a stark 
warning of what awaits the Hudson Valley. 

"It's not that we believe the EPA are bad 
people," said Tim Gray, director of the Housa­
tonic River Initiative (HRl), when we met in 
Pittsfield late last wiraec. ''This site just got so 
out of control they didn't know how to handle 
it. it was scary. Everybody around here is living 
an experiment conducted by General Electric." 

As an undergrad at the University of Mas­
sachusetts in 1976, Gray received a grant to 
study PCBs in the river. "Lo and behold, no 
PCBs above the plant," he recalled, "and chock-
full bebw." Gray submitted his findings to the 
EPA, .which judged them lacking in quality 
control. "About two years later," said Gray, 
"front page of the Berkshire Eagle: EPA Finds 
PCBs in the Housatonic." 

But the river remained art open sore. Most in 
town drew paychecks or pensions from "the 
GE," and the company assured the community 
that Pittsfield wasn't in harm's way, all the 
while finding PCB oil hither and yon, quietly 
identifying plumes up to six acres in site. In 
1997, as HRI campaigned fruitlessly for the 
Housatonic's restoration, PCBs were discovered 
at Dorothy Artios Park, a playground in an Af­
rican-American neighborhood. Fuller's earth, 
thirteen tons of which GE used annually to 
soak up PCBs, was to blame. Residents femiliar 

with the facility's daily operations began buzz­
ing about contaminated Bll, Then soil at a 
home in the Lakewood neighborhood across 
the river from the plant tested out at 44^000 
parts per millioiL "All of a sudden there's freak­
ing remediation trucks all over the place, there's 
people walking around in moon suits," said 
Gray, surveying the area from his Ebdge Cara­
van with NOPCBS plates. The residents had to 
claw and scrape to get their properties tested, 
and of the roughly 300 evaluated, more than 
half required excavatbn. 

The discovery at Dorothy Amos Park made 
the Housatonic's plight sexy enough for the eve-
nitig news, engendering sufficient resolve to 
dredge two of the river's 149 miles in 2001, with 
GE springing for the first half a mile. The EPA's 
"Rest-of River" webpage reads like an Onion 
story to the initiated, who are well aware that the 
agency long ago wrote off Connecticut, where 
the river meanders for 82 miles before draining 
into Long Island Sound. Meanwhile, the dredged 
portion remains imperiled by all the toxins the 
EPA allowed GE to "cap"—by removing a few 
feet of contamirmted soil, slapping down a layer 
of plastic, then covering with clean fill—and 
leave in pbce. 

A bitter February wind came rudiing off die 
river toward Dave Gibbs's yard in Lakewood. 
Gibbs, onetime GE employee and current HRl 
president, stood beside Gray as their arms traced 
broad arts conveying the general lay of^ land. 
At the edge of Giblss's property on Newell Street, 
massive power lines overhung a bwland marsh, 
traversing the Housatonic to East Street Area 1, 
a particularly hazardous portion of GlFs 254-acre 
plant. Gray and Gibbs believe that Lakewood is 
riddled with PCB dumps tidily bulldozed into 
residential real estate. In die 1940s, the Army 
Corps of Engineers buried the river's oxbows to 
control flooding. GE provided much of the back­
fill for the project, and today the old oxbows 
make up one of the ten Pittsfidd sites designated 
Tier-1 (the most pernicious environmental prob­
lems). The toutine manner in which PCBs found 
their way from the plant and into the wider 
world is illustrated by a 1948 memo between GE 
staffers: "Today I had a compbint from one of 
our neighbors on Newell St.... This is the last 
secrion anywhere near the pbmt where we can 
dump most anything thu comes out of the fac­
tory. 1 would hate to have them take it away 
from us." Sixty years later; the air in Gibbs's 
house has sigiuficant levels of PCBs iri it, as does 
his blood. 

"This whole side of the river is all cbntamfc 
nated," said Gray, "and the way they dean it up 
b they blacktop it." The Newell Street parking 
lot by the Gibbs plaCe was a former bar^ field, 
but since it was already paved over, the EPA 
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ed oU lying on the rfaerbanki theii dcsigfi atsd 
iiiiplemeat d renfedy. GE demurred; In 2003; 
fenar fenced to up the outfall area,' 
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well here at. Remnant Site Two, across the river 
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&K1S trilled, blending playfeil and plaintive 
notes as thedight turned the expo^ riverbed's 
abundant green a radiant yellow, bownstream; 
just smiund thc faend, bobbed a water-monitoring 
buoy;' upon which so much depesuted. GE has 
brqg argued that sOurcc a)iitroi-;—stanching its 
known leakis-i^was sufficient; ami that the work 
is ntotly done, from what 1 had seen, hpweyer, 
it appeared that tbs vtoii had only just begun. 
The EPA; fe>r its part, oinsideis shoring'up the 
plants crucial to the dfedging's pertnatiiencc and 
the river's uMngte ixcowsry, and Farrar concedes 
that "if there was a sigitificant release of PCfe 
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any site above the 
dfedging, thetec^d 
be teconramiimfam." 
Odd, then,, that nei­
ther party seemed' 
concerned that dicir 
historic, precedenn> 
setting: deanup will 
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by these tebtnerged fakes of toxic eheinKafa And 
curiou^ as well;, thbt no one evim-brmgs up the 
{K^ifcihiv, as Hang put it , of digging until there's 
no more cotitamination.'' 

"Well ptobe^y get a fix sooner for the shallow 
stuff" Farrat said, walking: back to the meager 
fCncc aid hfa ridiuyan "We wait 
to chase the deep sndf beouse it^ gmina be a long 
diase. It took at least years to figitte out what 
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Tiicneypc&iteTiareniiiUngtosperxd. 
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termine not only piquancy but relative toxicity 
as well: "What's easily noticeable to me is a 
very, very low concentration in terms of expo­
sure, so it has tx> smell really bad to me before 
it's actually bad for people in the neighbothood. 
^ich is good, I suppose."' 

We headed north on Broadway, the main drag 
of this dying town, where veterans of the First 
World War ha^ oiKe returned to find affordable 
homes and honest work at a decoit wage, the trap-
pirigs of the American dream. The dw^mgs lirurig 
the road evinced a certain frankness regarding the 
requirements of their hardscrabble lives, with 
propane tanks, generators, and depressuriration 
systems for blocking GE's industrial toxins from 
basements gathoed inconcoitric drcles signifying 
various stages of qperability and rust. Indoor fur­
niture Tott^ outdoors, bloated with rain. The odd 
restored Victorian or shingle-style gem served 
only to amplify the general dereliction. 

Farrar was blunt about the DEC's diambling 
efforts to clean up the plant sites, freely discussing 
the subjea firr hours, responding promptly to fusil­
lades of emails, and passing alotig reams of data. 
He claimed the department had "stopped the 
bleeding at the site years ago," and he believes that 
even if diere are pools of FCBs in the bedrock, he's 
going after "the last little bit, which is always the 
hardest." Neither GE nor ̂  regulators seemed 
panicked by the Pyianol under the plants, because 
the water-cohinm data indicated PCS levels rose 
further downstream; both parties took this to 
mean that the plants were ccnuributing negligible 
amounts m the pollution of the lower rivet 

But theirs was a curious consensus. Using water-
column samples that stop over a fiwt shy of the 
rivobed (thus excluding anything seeping up ffom 
or rolling along the bottom) to assess the presence 
of a hydrophobic, gerierally insoluble compound 
seemed specious and self-fulfilling. "The only 
thing you can do is base it on the data you've got," 
said CWe King, the EPA projea manager, in re­
sponse to these concerns. Earw conceded that "it 
could be difficult indeed to capture the hypo­
thetical droplet moving along the river bottom. 
... If someone can devefop a better understanding 
of how to measure PCS [transport] in this system, 
I would be pleased to hear from them." Everyone 
acktKiwIed^ the technique's limitations, but they 
still professed faith in its results, whether out of 
temerity or necessity. 

"I grew up eating fish from the rivet; and 1 drink 
the water, so Tve already got a lifetime dose— 
nothing 1 can do about it," said larrar, whose fo-

' "TW doesn't sound right at ail," said Dr. David Car-
renter of SUNV Albany's Institute for Health and the 
ErwiiTmineTit, an expert on the subject of FCB toxicity, 
referring to Farrctr's assertion. "When something causes 
disease, there's no threshold where it doesn't perturb the 
body's function and have some harmful effea." 

ther was foreman at the waterworks in nearby 
Warerford, which, until the dredging began, drew 
its municipal supply from the Hu^n. "People 
whoVe worked in this business for a long time, we 
^t jaded because other people don't have the 
experieiKe or training we have, so things fnghten 
theriL To me it's all in a day's work." Farrar was 
equally comfortable explaining the Taconic orog­
eny or chatting about his thirty years' service as a 
volunteer firertian. When he finished school he'd 
hoped to hunt crude, but as the oil industry strug­
gled in the mid-Eighties he "went the opposite 
direction," joining the DEC in 1986. A few yeare 
later, Rirrar's "Great NAPL Hunt" began. 

PCBs are 35 perceru heavier than water, and, 
due to their relative insolubility, they are found 
in fluid form as either non-aqueous phase 
liquids—afresh as the day they were made—or 
partially dissolved in water, often with other 
contmninants. In Hudson FaEs and Fort Edward, 
dense NAPL, or DNAPL, is uncovered with 
alarming frequency. 

"THEYVE GOTTA DIG TILL THEY 

DONT FIND THE CONTAMINATION 
ANYMORE." HANG SAID, "AND 
PERMANENTLY SEQUESTER IT" 

It's Farrar's job to 
push GE to keep 
searching, peering 
over its shoulder all 
the while, as looking 
for PCBs is mcpen-
sive, and finding 
them even more so. 
The local geology 
hasn't helped, with the superficial soiL sand, and 
clay giving way to hundreds of feet of highly 
fractured Snake Hill Shale. 

"This is where I like to stand and wave my 
arms," Farrar joked from a crumbling outcropping 
of shale overlooking the Hudson Falls plant, 
where pure PCBs were first observed leaking 
into the river through the fragmented bedrock 
in 1991. He thought silently for a moment, won­
dering where to b^n, grabbing a handful of chin 
as his shades reflected the glare. 

Farrar itemized the fruits of his labors: hun­
dreds of exploratory wells dug, several miles of 
rock core collected, and over a hurulred tons of 
PCBs removed. "But is that most of it.*" he asked. 
"1 can't tell you. How much oil's under Hudson 
Falls or Fort Edward? I don't know. It's just lots. 
Well never know. We're never gonna get all the 
oil out. I'm certain there's pooled NAPL under 
there," he said, pointing at Building 1, a former 
mill built by the Union Bag and Paper Co. "Can 
1 tell you how many individual poob there areT 
Farrar continued. "Fuck, no! Okay? No. It can't 
be done!" The original structure was designed to 
draw hot air and mouture below the fectory floor 
to keep a nec«mrily balmy work environmeru a 
little less so. The condensation drained to a sub-
basement, or plenum, that was essentially a pit 
carved out of the bedrock, lacking a true founda-
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Asphalt Company, waste PCBs were grayed on 
unpaved roads in three surroundmg counties for 
the purpose of dust abatement. 

E)ue to shoddy recordkeeping, the total area 
affected by GEb miscondua is a mystery, and it 
will likely remain so. Even the known sites, most 
of vdiich are hy^logically connected to the river, 
have received only superficial fixes. The river has 
garnered all the attention, and the EPA, having 
carefully limited its authority to the territory be-
tvreen the riverbanks, is getting its high-profile 
shot at saving the Hudson. 

From up close, however, culling forty sedirheivt , 
"hot spots" looks extremely inadequate, and is 
unlikely to result in the type of permanent solu­
tion Superfimd law requires, berause the valley 
holding the river in its palm is saturated with 
untold tons of migrating toxins that 

threaten to nullify the EPA's neatly $1 
billion cure. I t was Walter Hang who firs alerted me to 

the subterranean reservoirs of PCBs that dredg­
ing would fail to address. Hang's interest in the 
Hudson is long-standing. He coaudiored an ear­
ly study on regulatory controls of wastewater 
discharges to the river in 1977. A New York 
Public Interest Research Group veteran. Hang 
spent twelve years directing the group's toxics 
project before joining the private sector, where 
he's generated $90 million in remedial efforts, 
largely pro bono, niostly in the area surrounding 
his hometown of Ithaca. Toxics Targetirtg, the 
environmental-data company he founded in 
1990, aggregates every hazardous release in New 
York, cotdescing focal, state, ̂  federal informa-; 
tion into thoroughly unsettling maps commis­
sioned by real ̂ te firms doing due diligence. 

"1 really care about cleaning crap up," Hang 
explained ahen we first spoke on the phone last 
winter. "1 want to set the policy back to what it 
originally was: source removal. They've gotta dig 
till they don't find the contamination anymore, 
extract this stuff from the ettvironment, and 
permanently sequester it. The entire remedial 
program from coast to coast has really been more 
akin to what 1 call.interim remedial measures— 
the letter and spirit of the law never fulfilled."* 
' 1 asked Hang whether he considered dredg­

ing an adequate remedy. There was silence on 
the other end o{ the line for a time. 

"Now here's the trick," he began in his quick, 
nasal locution. "You have to promise not to tell, 
is that okay?" 

* 'Sometimes the perfect is the enemy of the good, and 
the law gives us mechanisms where we can choose to 
fall short," said Walter Mugdan, the regional Super-
fund director, when we discussed the feasibility of 
source removal <n GE's plant sites. 'And there cer­
tainly rtiight not be enough money on earth to do it." 

I assured hiia 1 wouldn't, and that it was. 
"No one really knows how the Hudson got 

polluted, and 1 do," Hang said, aiming for cryp­
tic but unraveled by excitement. "There's a 
half-mile underground lake of raw PCBs leak­
ing into the bottom of the gbdrkmn rivet." 

Hang had been sitting on this information 
since 2002, when a client he declines to name 
paid him to train his eye on the Hudson once 
again. A tip fiom the New York Attorn^ Gen--
eral's office alerted him to a dot on a map war­
ranting further attention, which led to a state 
Freedom of Information Law request yielding 
thirty Bankers Boxes of data, among which was 
a single document si^esting the existence of a 
"free-floating product plume." Hang's mystery 
client filled to make use of the information, and 
nothing came of his discovery. Now Hang saw 
the stars aligning: all the attrition train^ on 
the river with dr^ging in the quadraceritehriial 
yearof Heruy Hudson's voyage; the rumors of his 
old NYPIRG comrade, Judidi Enck, as the fa­
vored candidate for regional administrator of the 
EPA; Lisa Jackson, a former hazardous-waste re­
medial engineer, running the agency; a Demo­
cratic Congress that tnig^t reinstate excise taxes 
on oil and hazardous waste, allowing for an ad­
equately resourced Superfund. But Hang's data 
was old and needed updating. He believed an­
other FOIL request in his name might set off 
alarms in Albarty. 1 offered to coax data fiibm the 
DEC so that he could determine what was going 
on beneath the plants. 

These cloak-and-dagger precautions soon 
proved unnecessary, howwer. The DEC, fielding 
all enquiries, was not only candid but bl^ about 
the massive scale of contamination at Hudson 
Falls and Fort Edward. Hang's revelation was 
public knowledge, yet it was forgdy unreported, 

and 1 fixmd that thi^ charged with 
oversight didn't much care. 

T That do you smellr asked Kevin Far-
rar, the DEC point man for GE's plant sites, as 
we drove along Lower Allen Street in Fort Ed­
ward after the dredging ceremony. My olfacto­
ry nerves were silent, but a glance from Farrar, 
a genial and gesticulatirlg exploratory geolo­
gist, confirm^ that a gust of PCB had passed 
through the open windows of his minivan. 

"Half the people 1 know are sensitive to that 
odor and hatf aren't. I can smell it like that," he 
said, snapping his fihgm. 1 asked hirn to charac­
terize it. 

"It's hard to describe a sense," Farrar opined. 
"What's the color red look like, right? People 
say it smells like geraniums, but to me it's half­
way between bitter and sweet with a flat metal­
lic aftertaste." Following this Wine Spectator 
flourish, Farrar suggested his faculties could de-
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qudified opoatpTj operating M a mail's pace with 
carneta in the srate bh him—he's hot gonna 

spill anything Into thm river now; You wait 
rill dwee o'clock to tfc morning,»when they'TC 
gotta fiU tho% scorn YouW gonna see a navi^y 
ceTOmittied;tm the tisfe"; ' 

•''i 

/grain, mtd^'feyja nem-OhanhnitYof smijes ani 
triumafhalKamd^hi^ and-withthetky's' 
tous woric done, the oowd thinned Ghrcamoa 
(xoine^cnclaitH, hatty aricfe^i^ ihrir fiincrional 
kMCweat; stood hy rhq; por^arpoto^ 
mehes with tl^ baci® to dw 
^puui^ i«em tnadc decibel war to 
^ owdyyilarfe opeKffij^ anac^cent laiKtell. 

Dbug Gatoarirti, the EPA'^ re^ohal teihedjal 
chto^/passed hy wkh a jubikrk da*^ of coU 

and I ad^ if He'd enyoyed dm reunicm;. 
mmty foiks wpr^ng on dris oww, the years," 

he said thtou^ a "It's a happy day for 

sr" 
.•r i 

Thm evetih^ adispatokfeim the ceremmy 
apptop^ on tlto N^ Vorife Titnes Wefeke with a 
ghoto by Smahne peQhitla^T^ enterprising 
photogrj^i^ l:^.ma^her way to the opposite 
tenky aisd without the scow's obstruetkm she 
h»icaught tlm cbedgC biKketjustas it surfe«md, 
spewing gaUbtis of watot; a;^ 
^ ftt^ Us supposedly seated jawsi The shot, 
• *.;.' ..'inc>Qi^£|,thP'P<ct^ Belr' • 

Icwckln't wantahyo^ 

-C^ara sytith^to oik ntadeupofcme to tm 
chjcdim atctok bpnM m ring. The 
vaji^ito-us|^/aif^ lhidton>-w^-^ andjer ih" 

. cpIiM/wfth: thcvVitodsky of-.iiraplo/sy^ buti 
•• slipperiii®^^^ diifew^;kmg;lidilip:to^^^^ -/ 

:;,terir#:the d&ie^or/beih^id ' 
'.and: tikhand tositiehce..' 
' Glu®Mual'mMihbpdtogkto; wjl^ 
' dtousathlsVctf/.y^ti^ iroin.'ppWc.'ai^inhri®>^ 

hy;.the.. ' 
B«CTsei.;^.'etoic{ir-!tonto^ . 
ah ihmV lotowto i^ is .wiaR^-^ This is ura 
fetoriatoi/b^uae vtort^ m 
19^]K^.we«it^hse;t^^ 

'1yto.-wire, tiansr: 
foraietSi/i^ capaciDorai 'Tl^.io^-»^.:dy^tore: • 
ubiqiiitcHis,;, efl^Eisto; in preventing- cfectri^ 
fires and qthuk tfi^ptton^ hujch tth 

ted',^ Geherat 0i:^ri<v 

rwr:.i;aBtiiaRi. iaua>;.<cs 
2te-tlms>'p^ipmB®^^-k^^ ibf;hrin^'s sate,, let's 

adhess the tnc« ̂ regious. The i.3inUlkHi figure 
appears as a high-end esrirnate in the EPA's 2002 
Reoird al Decision, the dwahent in which the 
agency establishes the problem's scope, details its 
attendant risks, and sekitsa teroedy. Whmlasked 

the niintber came fiotn,; im, laugjted awkwatdly. 
wdl; wve riewEr actually done aii eawnaie," 

Behan, Kk handl«,.inttajeeted^ i^iuia-
rot's nuadjet" Unfortunatdy, the regulator's ansim 
was no betcec That was before 1 got here," said 
EPA bfodson River project manager Dave King, 
'"So I bsave no idea. I dont even know how you 
\vould cotne up wUh that" 

Whm we do brow, hoswrver, aiggests that dredg­
ing 250,000 pounds of PCEtsfoom tlm-Hudson wiQ 
barely sciatdr the mtfoce c^dre citorscrciphe. Given 
thm 1.6 raillioD poiinck of pore Pyranol—<j$'s 
ttade name fey fcEk—w«e diacoveied urvier a 
single itoidng lot at the southeasaam comer of the. 
Fort Edward plant. 

DUE TO SHODDY RECORDKEEPING, 

THE TCTTAL AREA AFFECTED BY GE'S 

MISCONIXJCT IS A MYSTERY. ,\ND 

rr WILL UKELY REMALN SO 

dielA million %ure 
is ̂ nsdy tnadequato 
and; the idea that 
GE's discharges were 
discrete, controlled 
acts (oar chat they've 
in feet ceased) is afi& 
tipn that downplays 
the con^ny's crimes 
and cxaggriates regul^^ the situaticin.' 

An iiffioml UE mmto 
An Industry Ptobtanr states that the capacitor 
division iised IQ milliim pcntrnk of the chemicak 
annitaiiy; "proiyably more than the/rest of the 
ciMnpany cotnbiinetL'' and discloses that-only 9 
imlkm could be "aca»^^ ttoms of pnyT 
uctsiippeid;" Begini^.m the 194CS, GErecei^ 
Itolk shjpmtots of PCBs by rail Gtom Monsanto's 
dbemkal ynarks in Armkton, Alabama, a. ^bce 
bey^id The tatdref tracks were dfatnnj in 
the qfBead areas (;# b^h pE plants in ah oily 
ftc^ of hoses ford earth, a ktttyi 
titrer-iiire tohsttoKre, was to reife^ the PCfe 
then givm away to local residents as "dean, non> 
combuathd" 61L Thou-saiuis of scrap capsicUors 
were tossed in area landfills; And, acco^ing to 
RoltotcLifebvto, a fiittnerma the Defiance 
•'To (foji, QE ty'/fofo:rV iigolto efiis iffkum releases, 
fo SMming. i^Harbnn Act 
cf JSw, oadsded to prdima nr^ietfimoTUs m nowgation, 
and the Rrfise. A.1, pa^ 'm die same iefpsliswe .aooup, 
wfiidi dtttkweti tfor very, disidtarges GE carried out 
dady. In 1973, after the Water fVjfimitjn ConmiS .Act be­
came jkietni laxe, GE stiu^ a permit to &tfa^ PCBs. 
fiwtTione was gtamd «me 1975. Afier that, GE repeated' 
ij exceeded to ailpwawes unci 1977, udtea the cficmtoto 
Were banned. C^toinse, the DEC was ikomugltly ctware 
t^ thex bmadtes and.iwceptsed pmt adpabt^ in a 1976 
sweetheart deal beaveen die- parties, negotmrai by Jack 
Wddi, tftm'Tamnai eacfi to pony up $3 tmffien, wih GE 
pledging imadmtemalmillion.pyrindKntxresi^x^ 

REtORT 



dredging mi^t allow GE ro claini in^siibtlity 
and walk a^vay. 

I left Behan in his rehearsed technical ̂ tasy,, 
as he reccHJnted fe> a reppttia the thwa^nds p( 
sarelhte-a^ted scoops tte (hedges wCiuMn^ 
between now aM Novsanbef. Then Bohnie Bdr, 
low stuped to the iectertu: "We're goHna be^i 
in pist antoiierdie warned. "After the lemarks,; 
we're to gh-e peepk time to (novC whfe 
we'll have a better or clearer view of the; dtedge 
operatir^" The-crowd cortipUedi migrating to 
their seats overlooking the sandpit as it defied: 
down, past tocawKionary orange barieb, to meet 
a shall^; toxic teach of the rivers ' 

trial complex that helped build this nation, and ; 
now it is our nitri to return it to a cleaner state.' ; « 
today the healing of the Hudson River begins," 

• Aftk mod^ appfeusc'the tmkxdcers scutrigd 
to vantage points along the rite's makeshift: ^ f 
fence. Gameias freed ft<OT ptxdtets and purse r 
gUrited in thk adtkfay lif^t In scarcely two feet t 
of water, a yelkiw,: .94-ton'-. CAT 585; expas^ror 
Was-pe'rHwid-an-a bar^, its:bn^tT>lue datnrifeU:' .'.ft? 

dangling cqsectantly. Between the cnrwd 
and the baigei 'two tu|^ had :phsitkjried:a: lai^i'Jt: 
scow, irifiety-plus feet bftg and twds-e feet high. 
The clamsheU d^ed with grave assurahcp 
(fowhbehirdthe.spdw^c^ Itt^ei^ i 

drec^ittg of the HuSdson River is a symbol of vic­
tory the.eiwmoiHiaeitt,'* he l^n,;"and for tlfe-' 
tTverconmmnitiesaswelk'* Aftof anhd to bfeniy 
Hudson's arrivid in 1609 Pavlou hmken^ 
to l98iE, when the late Senatw Daniel Ratfick 
Moynihart <a&d Him to n^uest dtm the riyet be 
placedtmEheNatKmal Priorities l4ift,the^ 
sov to Supetfund derignackm, and die fedetdi 
acridn retgjtred to go fearwarf after CEASE tife 
stniOBd^^ the l^G's efforts m site a landfill 

"The rim has seal iK fak dime of historyj" 
Pavkw conrinuedi "and today we bej^: to wrife 
its next chaptor. It has placed host to the indt»> 

thefe fik «werd breathle® secoiyfe 
back'into vfew,;'dcfdy:dafoafoh^ 

rejbfejn^.h^ 

and..widhtoeye:.fo 
into diistm bfawifbs'afid;n^aRxs:fc 
phoaxiThis gktddfenduig'episcdfe was juk 
bpaiirig l^m Ffav^v.CSiSE •' 
te.en 'C#his-f^--swfM»'y<feti'f«^ W. i 
caniet^..eneircliai'hfia irataa^ •"'.'••J 
: J- "Wfe diBiwsri'g^ .to- be doiieSni a 

•siirgaori-lite-;fa^^ he baii.^rfi^ 'urid^'i 

• abcxa. -ai claandfeU idfesfee.. Thei^^ ...IfeOT-
fena pondswttK'em kxa himdred years.; 

^2 
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proj«3:—7is mdistii^uishable from the result of 
not over the longf term. "Source con-
ttol»" the stanching: of kimwh leaks at GE's plants 

of the diedging ar^ is taken as a given 
in these caiculaiidns, and the prcjedxd dutcxmies 

-:: ̂t^inywge yiMts 
.':'swu:W;«mam hanBfiih;\In'€ff^r;wprdsfeTO 

"• • .'•• ghnea<tfee.EP/&aswini^^ itistenJ-.tojustify. 
the dtedi^ng. l^rdietmtMe, because of GE's tesis^ 
tance to any acttbn save source control, the 

phase be deemed ineffective, leaving a bankrupt 
Superfund to ccanplete the remaining;^ percent 
of the work while suing for trdble damages,, 

The scuftlebiitt that May nyimtng concerned 
a spike in GE's trv-rivet monitorii^ itsuks, which 
itieasUie PCBs in the water column :(a crude crOsS' 

the project's cpmpUapce with a perfbnnance 
stan^rd that requites the resuspeasion of PGBs 
to remain hekw 500 parts per trillion. Soon Maii 
Bdian, GE's paunchy vetacan ptess flack,: walked 

•it'i'v' ^ ' 

0^4' 

„ tm.ifee ffwhw ore 
cominiaiuitcd 

' \Tda^-pm^ 
to aj^;%;«3peaiiitt^ 

• '•, tmw'rwiwstoifito^ 
*iras-'12 •^. • The 

i' .paa.the-pbr^SKpcrti.«B:and triwa^ . 
jrig ha ham w Vest, "l didn't think you were 
goima be heref" a reporter yeiled at him. 

"I never like to thi^ a party," he replied, am­
bling on. Although GE's investigation of the 
spike was jud: getting started, they were fairly 
certain the sampling equipment was tainted 
durii^ :tnsritolUriori, whkh gemetatidi a retaiirrg 
of 9^ ppt the previous aitetrioort. The EPA 
gayc: GE pe'rmissiort to start dredging even 
though this result was neariy twice the 50O ppt 
level that would trij^er a diutdown once opera­
tions began. Behan, alihost buoyant as he held 
forth on the subjea, seemed freed by the ai»u^ 
dity irf the situation. The incident festered as 
a shot across the how for pessimists leery of tire 
company's legacy on the river, who believe that 
an imentidnal "whorrp" in the first stage of 

"rijUtoivRtm Lidbt^ !0ll5r» <CE Ranr, Hud«an fijiW.* bv 
wUI 1* <» t«w Aii sri®# MU* Fwwr GaUcv. NFre. YoHt Citv, and (his TOinmCT at the 
Hudson 0im iibaeaa, N™ Ynric. Pho«lgf!^!h t) Susun Wkio/Kim Rntcr (ndlcn; RErOKT 43 



The f^tuie ifownstream of was 
gh^fyr- Heavy metab, I®r and dkwins. tail­
ings from pulp and papa mills, intmk!|^ %w-
age, and othCT contapmtnaius p®e»eiitsd a hi 
enit^ scenes At Rngers Islands a tmy residenti^ 
cbisteir in the rivra off Fort Edwani otie could 
sit aiwJ wmtch a ceaseless sireaia of bloa^ 
wastepaper IkW' by,, coleered' 
cuies pigntmits was ^iniditi^ Up. 
that day. ^ it was pd^chlpdna^'^pi^^ 
or PCBs, thai mviitann^ntal identi-
6cd..as''tfae;.<dktnicak.pfchi^:cbh^^ • • -. • • 

Before these "ptobabfe human cardnog^s^ 
were banned irt 1977, PGBs' ut^ 
spewed from; 0E% plhi^i aixl fh^ continue to 
be <fotected at high levdEs in fivedxd seditfients 
and fedi. For yeais, the New Ymk Sfa^ 

gated its enforcetUent authontyj unofficia^^^^ 
sanctionihg ;GE*s;. 

&KmE THESE "PROBABLE HUMAN 

CARCINOGENS" WERE SANl^. IN 

1977, IY3BS WEREWAbrEOh^^^^^ 

FROM GE'S PLANTS ON THE HlJDS(>l 

tiis to act. 

tnaifeasahce; But 

national N'GOk 
headquaTtered ih 
New Yt^aswellas 
ftdm 
groups ^wiuriyer 

nldy^ia,fR!sii'imipe>' 

diedgine.'.the<Ttmbed tbk'-jMBiHU; eiire -fer fel' 
l-hKfi^;.itls,.aidi^'tfee-ies^ 19^;^: 
wminy/tO'dw ided:atddit^ phs^HS 

. a died^ng''remedy. tiev;bt-p8id' fa? by GEi-'W^|§fe; 
the C£«pKH;ation..ar^i:|t»^ aBi«':ih;:Fdlt^^' 
Edward'and: HtBitoa.'lFalt&^ 

'P?efcJlatet;:old allies and.adwensaries gathered to ^ 
teiiferni^ their .kinships , and' animosities •aa tii&'y..:^ 
htst dndgehdicff PGI^itdden.silt was. •plu^die^|^iy^ ;.'; 
fiom tiie Hudscai Rtven the factioris-in thh , 
vkri^lej cottfoiifoed>^t^^^ geographical divbiom 
tharNmected social.v«ctcis: u|mvcr, 'the,;fetn^i^''*y;^^^ : 
crs and GE pensitmers wetei atfoiiiknt that tl» . j! 
P(^::were: best iyt;at^y:te:,th« ta3ttna.bei?'j|fcyy 

' •stin^'.ipj-by •dredfeih|g\ whereas'_the..«dhih^ 
part&ns thU liiwd Hud^n'.demu.ttded' 
PCBb'r<atKdvaiThe:debam^ intod^ci 
^wamlitie, one ;skfe\taned as^' 

• fof .0E: qndydm'other as. I 
advocahtig fe. fi^-ovUr. peq^^.'Whmhei. j..-
foot^soldi^ de^'tepteseni^-'dmiKKUacy'in 

• rioit w the-.imidifaiadbns;of lar^'^^ 
•uttdtOT-.Tlse^ Pffe-^lahGiatipii with:dredgingS.i^^^ 
, 'proponent. sttuKdDpd'-'.pf .collunr^ ^the; agerfcy:;:;.:-;.;:-;^ 
steered,' a,- "tdhrdM^ afeiSdnde •giiiMrt^' tp: Scente.'^'y •' 
Hwlspn, yhkh th^ tp found Cin«ns 

, Aldng did Rivt^E^v^QVREi,^.cmh''-P'Or 
, dredging 'group _GiE^ for ict •cpcqjer-c;;:! 
ated with Qnten Ehviinnnientalists Against^'^ j. , 
Shidge.':Eificapsulatioit; K!^A$©,' stalwt^ '•!. 
local oppositiaii, with ihe con^iaifiy ^plying ; • ; ^ 
sciend& ;aiaiminffkm.'fof..^:!dbsira^ ap'..S'li' 
guinents, and CIEASE nkUnbm tending then -
vokes:^. visagM BOGEV ahihsitedghig'cam-^^ 
palgii. The sole poiia: irf consensu diiei 
<xaild)aQit)^;.was ;bcgdn,.iatfo-.ai(tev 
;^uJP' .beVytedKattd^-scidyerycate:^ .^f 
•••Uratiing-fe^-iw^ ^ jaiiai. 
':b^i^ngih(r%wih^ - 'i"-'':'-- • 'y-

'ApcGadii»idft:,ih^'^^ 

^rysfeBEi 
i' that. ̂ ••lEickifog.u(p:dte^ 

ect that eommeimedvicEh'.paedr^pt^ 
tiext six-jycatsi. »itiie'T.8;miUk3fi^.eM&;.'y:^^e#i' 
sediment coromaing roUj^ly 230^^ poomls 

of PC& wdl^ j^moved lT0m:4®: 
acm:!ofnmbe4'\' 

fe hdpe.,i^.,,have tbdi.sku, .the lao-" 
mctg," tl«:. -^znae,"' Biartrtkt' 'feltdw;;.. 
the EM's r^jtxial puHfc.affoirs d^^ 
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